COLEMAN HOUSE (K-424)
Lynch, Maryland
(circa 1880)

The Coleman House in Lynch has a pair of front gables edged
with sawn-wooden ornament in a leaf motif. It also has a wide front

porch with a graceful and unusual domed roof that is also edged with

the leaf-shaped wooden ornament.
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DESCRIPTION K-42y

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X.GOOD —RUINS —-ALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
This interesting double central gable house is really a three-bay, side hall plan

building with an additional 2% bays and a consequent doubling of the decorative gable.
The main house is one room deep and has a steep A-roof punctuated by the two central
gables, the northern of which is the wider. There is a gable-roofed ell behind the
portion of the main house. This wing is also two stories high but somewhat lower and
not centered on the southern gable.

The entire structure is covered with narrow weather boarding which is finished at
the corners of the front facade with well-proportioned pilasters with panels and capitols.
The eaves of the main house roof overhang and are decorated with lively sawn wooden
ornament in a leaf motif. The motif is modified as it runs up the gable and ends in a
drop at the peak.

On the front of the building is a handsome porch with an ogee roof. The curved
rafters are exposed on the underside and the eaves are decorated with the same leaf
ornaments as the main house at a smaller scale. The five-bay porch is supported by
chamfered posts with flat, simple wooden brackets.*

Windows have 2 over 2 sash throughout. Those on the front facade, first floor are
very tall, nearly reaching the floor; they have louvered shutters with operable lower
panels. In the gables, the windows have lancet-arch upper sash. Window frames are plain,
about 4™ wide and the sills are flush.

The main entry has a transom-light and side light assembly typical of the items sold
through the millwork catalogs of that period.

Beneath the sidelights, the panels have bolection moldings. The same profile is
used on the four rectangular panels of the door.

* There is a similiar porch on Knocks Folly, (K-114.)
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K} SIGNIFICANCE

~  PERIOD
_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC
__1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
_.1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE
__1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE
_1700-1799 __ART
X1800-1899 __COMMERCE
-1900- __COMMUNICATIONS

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

— CONSERVATION —LAW

__ECONOMICS __LITERATURE
—EDUCATION —MILITARY
—ENGINEERING —MusIC
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY
—INDUSTRY — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
—INVENTION

K-42¢

__RELIGION

__SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

— SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
__OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES ¢a 1885

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This little house is significant as an intrepretation of the popular central-gable

houses of the late 19th century.

By keeping the central entry stair hall and merely

doubling the central gable, the building shows that its designer clearly saw the central

gable as a decorative element of the facade, not as a plan-type.

its remarkable porch intact.

The house also retains

Porches are one of the most perishable elements of

_Victorian buildings, and to the dismay of historians, many have vanished.

This surviving porch shows the richness possible in even a simple building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Kent County Land Records, Kent County Court House, Chestertown, Maryland

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDAR:Y_‘QESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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STATE COUNTY — {
[E1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Marsha L. Fritz, Survey Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Kent County Planning Commission 778-4600, ext.67
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Court House
CIiTY OR TOWN STATE

Chestertown, Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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(Description #7 continued) K-424

A dog-leg stair is located directly behind the entry door.
It has a turned walnut newell and oak balusters.

The house is unoccupied and the interior inaccessible.
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